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haps succeed in swallowing the object. If the obstruction is not too large, the walls of the gullet may relax sufficiently to permit the object to slide on into the stomach. If simple methods such as reaching for the object by hand and rubbing the throat fail, it is always best to call a veterinarian. In some instances it is necessary to operate on the cow and take the obstruction out through the neck. Do not wait until the animal is exhausted before calling for help. Do not administer oils or other liquids. Frequently they cannot pass the obstruction and may turn off into the windpipe and drown the animal. If bloating is severe, tapping may be necessary.
Cows should be kept out of an apple orchard in autumn. Apples frequently cause choke. When potatoes and other root-crops are plentiful, it is customary to feed considerable amounts to cows. Be sure the roots are sliced in small pieces, ground, or in pulp form. Never throw large pieces of pumpkins to cattle. If reasonable care is taken, choke would be a rare occurrence on most farms.
BLOAT
Bloating in cattle is frequent. It is often called tympany and hoven. Bloating is caused by the formation of gas in the paunch or rumen. The rumen is another name for the first stomach and is a storage reservoir for food. The animal takes time to chew her food later on.
Cause
Bloat may be caused by the fermentation of frosted roots, cabbages or potatoes in the rumen. The consumption of large quantities of such forage crops as alfalfa or sweet clover may induce bloating. When such fresh easily fer-mentated forage is eaten, the action of certain bacteria or germs may be so rapid that the gas produced cannot be carried off fast enough. Bloating naturally follows. The stomach construction of cattle and sheep is especially favorable for this condition.